
Vicksburg – January 30th 1863 

Dear Sarah, 

I have been sick for ten days though I am some better today – but not well yet.  I can’t walk about much, 
I have pains in my hips and knees.  I had to stand on picket in the swamp – so much was the cause of my 
sickness. 

We have to live hard.  There is not much to eat here.  There is a great many of Tennesseans sick here.  I 
am displeased with you for not writing to me.  If you cared anything about me you would write to me.  I 
have written four letters to you and have not got none. 

But I thought I would write to you one more time as I can’t get no answer. 

I won’t write no more.  Is my letters not worth answering?   

All the Yankees is coming back here again.  They are landing on the Louisiana side of the Mississippi river 
opposite Vicksburg.  We will have a hard fight here before long. 

We are all ready and waiting for the ball to open.  There was heavy cannoning all day yesterday.  There 
was some gun boats tied to land.  If you had been here you could felt the earth shake with canons.  I 
can’t tell what will happen tomorrow.  I think I will come to this place to live someday after the war if I 
live.  The people is all wealthy.  It is a great country for cotton.  I like the country much better than I did 
at first.  Well John and Bill and Margaret – I want to see you all very much.  I want you boys to go to 
school next summer if you can get a good place  I was uneasy about East Tennessee a while but I believe 
it is safe.  Capt. Josiah Wright (name likely - based on records) is at home.  He said he would come to see 
you before he came back. 

John Hall 

I can’t tell when I will come home if ever or not.  You can write if you wish so good evening to you. 

If you write you can direct your letters to Capt. Cook, Regiment 59.  John Hall 

I think all of my friends has forgotten me as I can’t get no letters from them.  If I had any friends in 
Tennessee they would write to me.  I have written several letters to hope they would write to me. 
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